Aetat.lHKI
357
of them, 'Sir, they an? a race of convicts', and ought to be thankful for any thini;1 we allow them short of han^in^.'
Of this performance I avoided to talk with him ; for I htul now formed a clear and settled opinion3, that the people of America were well warranted to resist a claim that; their fellow-subjects in the mother-country should have the entire; command of their fortunes, by taxing them without their own consent ; and the extreme violence which it breathed, appeared to me so unsuitable to the mildness of u chris-tian philosopher, and so directly opposite to the principle's of peace which he had so beautifully recommended in his pamphlet respecting Falkland's Islands', thai, I was sorry to see him appear in so unfavourable a lij,»'ht. Besides, I could not perceive in it that ability of argument, or that felicity of expression, for which he was, upon other occasions, so eminent. Positive assertion, sarcastical seventy, ami extravagant ridicule, which he himself reprobated as a test of truth, were united in this rhapsody.
That this pamphlet was written at the desire of those who were then in power, I have no doubt; and, indeed, he
1 Convicts were MMH to nine of thr American settlements Accord* \i\\t to one estimate about ,v*»o had been for many years Kent annually. 'Dr. Lang, after comparing different estimates, rorirltulrs that tin- number sent mij/,ht he about 30,000 altogether.' /V///;r <V//*'. xxv, I jH,
8 This ' c'lrar and nettled opinion ' inu-4 havr been formed in three clays, and between (irantham and London, For from that Lincoln-shire town he had written to Tnuplr on Murt'h iH ; * As to Ainrriruu affairs, I have really n«it studied the Mit»jeft; it is too nmeli for me perhaps, or I asu too indolent or frivolotiH. Frotn ihr smaUrru}^ which lU'VVMjjjtjK'rs have given me, I have been of different, mimta .several times. That I am a Tory, a lover of jtower in moiwrchy, and u discourager (»( mnrh liberty io tile {H*«)jiU', I avow; hut it is »H>t eleur to me that our colonies are completely our subjects.' /./*//*v.v t»f /i'*».v-icfi/, p, tHit. Kour year« later he wrote to Temple: • ' I must eandidiy tfll you that. 1 think yon should not j»u//le ytiurwrlf with j»o|iti«al .spernlatiomi more than 1 do; neither of UH is fit for that -sort of mental labour.' //-. ,*4|. See //•»/. Sept. Jj, r/?y, for a contest belween Johnson a«ul HoHwell on thin subject.
* See (tuft", ii. 154,
ownedold at five shillings a copy. It did not reach a second edition till 1785, when perhaps a fresh demand for it was caused by the publi-
